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BISMARCK

far as concern.ed Germany, Prussian policy had no support

to expect from Austria. It was not likely that the
benevolence with which France regarded our growing
strength, and the progress made towards the unification of
Germany, would in the long run prove sincere; but that was
no reason for neglecting to turn to account the transitory
and miscalculated support and furtherance which Napoleon
afforded us. With Russia we stood on the same footing
as with England, in so far as with neither had we diver-
gent Interests of capital importance, and with both were
united by an ancient amity., From England we might
expect platonic goodwill, with letters and newspaper articles
full of good advice, but hardly more, The support of the
Czar, on the other hand, as the Hungarian expedition of
Nicholas had shown, meant in certain circumstances more
than mere benevolent neutrality. That he would be actu-
ated by mere regard for us was not to be supposed; but it
was certainly no chimerical idea thai in case of attempted
French intervention in the German question Cxar Alex-
ander would, at any rate by his diplomacy, assist us in
defeating it. The bent of this monarch's policy, which
justified my calculation, was still manifest in 1870, whereas
the friendly neutrality of England was then found com-
patible with French sympathies. I held, therefore, that
every sympathy which, in opposition to many of his sub-
jects and highest officials, Alexander II cherished for us,
was on all accounts to be fostered by us as far as was nec-
essary to secure, if possible, that Russia should not take
part against us* It was not then possible to forecast
with certainty whether and how long the Czar's friendship
would remain a realisable political asset. In any case,
however, simple common sense enjoined us not to let it
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